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Coming full circle: a prospective comparison of the South African 
and International Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis 
protocols for dilute Russell's viper venom testing 

1. Which of the following best describes the main objective of 
the study?

a. To evaluate the prevalence of APS in South African hospitals

b. To compare the diagnostic performance of SA and ISTH DRVVT 
protocols

c. To assess the cost-effectiveness of lupus anticoagulant testing

d. To determine the genetic basis of APS in HIV-positive patients 

2. Why is the SA protocol considered more suitable in resource-
constrained settings?

a. It uses more advanced reagents

b. It requires fewer mixing studies and is less labour-intensive

c. It has higher specificity than ISTH

d. It eliminates the need for antibody testing 

3. What was the impact of applying ISTH-recommended cut-off 
values in the study?

a. Increased the positivity rate significantly

b. Made all samples uninterpretable

c. Reduced positivity and sensitivity, with many samples becoming 
uninterpretable

d. Had no impact on test interpretation 

4. Which patient subgroup showed complete agreement 
between the SA and ISTH protocols?

a. Obstetrics/gynaecology patients

b. HIV-positive patients

c. Rheumatology patients

d. Haematology patients 

The histopathological spectrum of cholecystectomy tissue 
samples at an academic laboratory in northern Pretoria, South 
Africa 

5. What is the most common clinical presentation that leads to 
cholecystectomy?

a. Jaundice

b. Asymptomatic gallstones

c. Biliary colic (right upper quadrant pain)

d. Nausea without pain

6. Which of the following are histopathological or morphological 
features commonly seen in gallbladder diseases?

a. Mucosal ulceration

b. Fibrosis of the gallbladder wall

c. Rokitansky-Aschoff sinuses

d. All of the above

7. What is the pathological term to describe inflammation of the 
gallbladder?

a. Cholesterosis

b. Pancreatitis

c. Cholecystitis

d. Nephritis

8. Which type of gallstones is most commonly associated with a 
sedentary lifestyle?

a. Pigment stones

b. Cholesterol stones

c. Calcium stones

d. Mixed stones

9. Which of the following is the most frequent indication for 
performing cholecystectomy?

a. Gallbladder cancer

b. Liver damage

c. Pain or complications from gallstones

d. Inflamed appendix

Mitigating possible shortages: validating blood collection tubes 
for therapeutic drug monitoring 

10. Adsorption of various drug compounds in the whole blood to 
the gel material when drawn into the serum separation tubes 
has been affected by one of the following.

a. Lipid component of the gel material

b. Water component of the gel material

c. Lipid component of the drug

d. Lipid solubility of the drug

11. In this study, the following therapeutic drugs were tested for 
their recoveries in the new blood drawing tubes, except:

a. Kanamycin

b. Gentamicin

c. Amikacin

d. Vancomycin

12. Lithium was over-recovered in the following tubes in this 
study

a. BD and KV

b. EV and KV

c. BD and VT

d. BD and LG
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13. The following pre-analytical factors may influence the drug 
levels in the serum except:

a. Type of blood drawing tube

b. Time delay between collection and analysis

c. Time and dose of last administration

d. Co-administration of other medications which may interact

e. Laboratory method for measuring drug level

f. Patient’s renal function

Correlation between genotypes and antifungal susceptibility 
profiles of Candida isolates from pregnant and non-pregnant 
women in South Africa 

14. What was the most prevalent C. albicans genotype identified 
among isolates collected from pregnant and non-pregnant 
South African women?

a. Genotype A

b. Genotype B

c. Genotype C

d. Genotype D

15. Which antifungal agent showed the highest resistance rate 
among the C. albicans isolates tested?

a. Caspofungin

b. Anidulafungin

c. Fluconazole

d. Micafungin

16. According to the study, which C. albicans genotype showed no 
resistance to any of the antifungal agents tested, suggesting 
the lowest virulence?

a. Genotype A

b. Genotype B

c. Genotype C

d. Genotype D

17. What was the main objective of the study?

a. To determine the prevalence of bacterial vaginosis among South 
African women

b. To explore the correlation between C. albicans genotypes and 
antifungal susceptibility profiles

c. To evaluate the clinical symptoms of vulvovaginal candidiasis

d. To test the efficacy of new antifungal drug combinations


