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It is hard to believe that 2020 
is drawing to a close. Although 
being one of the most challenging 
years for both South Africa and 
the world, it has also provided 
opportunities to innovate, reflect 
and change our way of thinking. 
All over the world, companies and 
employees switched to working 
from home and communicating via 
Zoom and Teams. Universities and 
tertiary institutions were no different, and have had to develop 
new ways of transferring knowledge and assessing students via 
online platforms. However, like all crises, this year has given us 
the opportunity to learn more and generate new knowledge.

The challenges faced by medical diagnostic and research labo-
ratories have been huge, yet despite the challenges, laboratory 
professionals have continued to provide efficient testing and 
analysis for patients. In addition, new and up-to-date techniques 
have been developed, validated and introduced in order to 
improve the diagnosis and monitoring of patients. The JMLSTSA 
is proud to be a platform for researchers and scientists to pub-
lish this work and this edition includes a number of validations 
and improvements to laboratory practice.

The year has also allowed us to learn more about COVID-19.  
Zivanai Chapanduka et al. have taken up this challenge and 
published an insightful article reviewing the haematological 
abnormalities which are often observed after SARS-CoV-2 in-

fection. In addition, they have explained the mechanisms and 
pathophysiology of these manifestations. Following on from 
this, the same group has reported a case of COVID-19 with 
coexisting malaria. Both of these contributions provide valuable 
information and add to our knowledge of SARS-CoV-2. 

Other valuable contributions to this edition have been guide-
lines and practical considerations for Pharmaceutical Quality 
Control Laboratories during the COVID-19 pandemic submitted 
by Marius Brits, and a review of the advantages and disadvantages 
of point-of-care testing for coagulation by Warren Maule. 

I would like to thank all the authors and reviewers who have 
contributed in making this edition of the Journal a success. 
The quality of the manuscripts is high and relevant to the ever-
changing field of medical laboratory science. 

As we look forward to 2021, I would like to wish all our readers, 
authors, reviewers, sponsors and editorial team a safe and happy 
holiday.
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