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Medical laboratory science is a diverse field of medicine which is constantly evolving and changing.
This statement is very relevant on the continent of Africa which is considered to be the most
culturally, ethnically and genetically diverse region in the world. Africa faces many challenges
because of increased migration, poverty, changing disease patterns and the rising levels of non-
communicable diseases such as diabetes and malignancy. In South Africa, we have one of the
highest incidences of HIV infection, which together with minimal health care resources pose
enormous challenges for laboratory professionals.

Are we as Medical laboratory scientists and technologists meeting these challenges? Are we
ensuring that future laboratory professionals are equipped to provide adequate laboratory services
in this ever changing environment? | believe that we have not as yet achieved these goals but that
many of these problems and difficulties present opportunities for us to grow as a profession.

Universities and training laboratories should be the leaders in developing future professionals. It is
at these institutions that young professionals should be nurtured to have the skills and knowledge
to ensure that patients receive an efficient and inclusive service. Laboratory professionals need
more than technical skills and should also be individuals who are able to problem solve, critically

evaluate all sources of information and ensure that the latest and most appropriate
technologies are incorporated into the diagnostic laboratory. This includes genetic
testing, the emerging field of bioinformatics and point of care testing.

Research and innovation together with the analysis of data and disease
patterns are essential for laboratories in South Africa and Africa to
understand the emerging and current challenges. | believe that
collaboration between private and public laboratories,
together with universities is essential to achieve these

goals.

= Under the auspices of The Journal of Medical Laboratory
S Science & Technology | would like to invite Heads of
T Departments, Professors, Medical Laboratory Scientists,
Technologists and Registrars to submit articles for our new
journal, there is an entire team of editors that can assist you.
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