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Frighteningly, yet another year has come and gone.

I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a joyous, peaceful and productive 2019. May it be a year when all your dreams and aspirations
come true and where once again Medical Laboratory Science comes to the fore, through the publication of many more articles in what
is after all -'your journal’

In 2018 the mood in South Africa turned sharply pessimistic with many skilled individuals leaving for what they considered - ‘better
prospects? A slowing economy, massive unemployment, increasing poverty and allegations of state capture have combined to form a
dark cloud that has overshadowed the promises of 1994,

Is there a good story to tell?

From a recent interview with Frans Cronje the CEO of the Institute of Race Relations (IRR) | have taken the liberty to highlight his answers
to what | consider two important issues facing South Africa: education and health.

There are of course many more that one might argue, are of equal importance.

Education has been widely described as a failure. Have you found any positive trends on the education front?
Our reports routinely flag low standards and high drop-out rates. However, there are some trends that will surprise the cynics.

Let's start with a long-term example. In 1955, only 259 black children passed matric. Twenty years later, in 1975, the number was just above 5 000.
In 1990t was just under 100 000. Today, it has risen to just under 400 000. In 1994, less than half the university class was black, but today the figure
is more than 70%, and the number of people being afforded the opportunity of university study has almost tripled since 1990. A stunning number
is that, in 1990, there were more than 40 white engineers graduating for every one black engineer. Now there are roughly twice as many black
than white engineering graduates — even though the number of white graduates has not declined. None of this is to overlook or excuse the many
failures in education and in the perceptions of the lowering of standards — our intention is rather to bring some balance to national debates by
saying that many things have also improved"

What are the positive trends on the healthcare front?

‘There are several if you look for them. The number of public sector nurses, for example, has increased by 50% since the late 1990s. The number of
public sector doctors and specialists has increased by over 80% and over 20%, respectively, over the same period. The number of new HIV infections
has been cut in halfsince 1999. The still-birth rate (a very useful measure of living standards and public health) has fallen by roughly a quarter over
thepast 15 years!

One could debate these issues ad nauseam and no doubt counter arguments could be put forward to dismiss his answers to the above
questions. One piece of good news however, that cannot be dismissed is - the production of your all new journal.

Towards the end of 2018 negotiations were finalised with Champagne Media (Pty) Ltd (@ medical and business to business magazine
publishing house) and SMLTSA. Champagne Media currently publishes 2 titles: Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery SA, Footprint Limited magazine
and now our all new Journal of Medical Laboratory Science and Technology. Its Managing Director (MD) Charmaine Upton is a trusted
business woman who has been in the industry for over eighteen years. These are exciting times for your journal as role players in the
Diagnostic and Medical Laboratory Science Industry will be encouraged to advertise and show-case their products as well as new
technologies.

I, as Editor in Chief encourage all involved in Medical Laboratory Science to support the journal by submitting manuscripts for review and
subsequent publication.

The team are delighted to present this first edition of the all new Journal of Medical Laboratory Science and Technology and hope
you enjoy the content. We would once again welcome and encourage letters to the editor striking up conversation, debate or comments
on relevant Medical Laboratory Science topics.
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